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An Open Letter to Nonsmokers 


You've heard a lot from the anti-smokers. 

Now we hope you'll read some words of ours. 

If nothing else, we'll promise they'll be different, probably sur¬ 
prising, and, we'd like to think, helpful to you in making your decisions about 
all the things that are affecting you in the great smoking-and-health controversy 

Because there are a lot of things in the current "war on smokers" that 
affect you — from the progress (or lack of it) in scientific research on disease 
to where you sit in a plane or (in some places) in restaurants. 

The fact is that you, and your opinion, have suddenly become vital. If 
there is to be a voice of reason between smokers and anti-smokers, it will have 
to be that of the responsible nonsmoker. 

There are some weighty issues for you to decide: 

Should the money you contribute to health organizations or pay in 
taxes be used to "educate" 1 smokers or for research into the causes and cures of 

disease? 1005047807 

Should discourteous smokers (and there are some) be disciplined by the 
passage of expensive laws that affect everybody or left up to individuals? 

Should newspapers and magazines accept some responsibility for 
correcting what they know to be scientifically unfoundedi claims of the more 
extreme anti-smokers? (Some examples you've probably been exposed to are that 
smokers get "black lungs" — they don't. Or that nonsmokers get disease from the 
ordinary smokers around them — they don't.) 
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We think the answers to these questions are vital, and that they must 
be discussed, not merely because they affect you, personally — and nonsmokers 
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are 60Z of the adult population — but because they affect our entire society, 
and its future. 

For a long time, we felt — and still do feel — that the issue of 
smoking and health is a scientific one, to be; resolved by objective scientific 
fact. 

But in a democracy there is no way to prevent the formation of factions 
who are anti-this or anti-that — nor should there be. And the only corrective 
is full and free public discussion. 

Such public discussion also requires an audience that is open-minded 
enough to listen to the other side. And since you have read this far, you are 
obviously one of those, and we thank you for it. 

If you'd like to know more about some of the current misconceptions 
on the issue of smoking and health and its relation to nonsmokers, we'd like 
to send you a short pamphlet entitled "Tobacco Facts — True or False?" Just 
send your name and address to "Tobacco Facts, The Tobacco Institute, 1776 
K Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20006. 


The Tobacco 
Freedom of choice is 
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the best choice. 
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